Abstract:

This theses concern with psychological aspects of dying and death. Its purpose is to
comprehend ideas of modern people concerning death and dying (eventually to gain some
kind of mental representation of death). Theses consist of two parts, theoretical and empirical.
The theoretical part concerns at first with death and dying and areas connected to those. Then
it covers two quite new areas related to this topic, namely deaht in psychology and various
explanations of death including their psychological explanation. The empirical part uses
qualitative research (used methods are half-structured interview, free aassociations and
marginally also analysis of a drawing) on people’s conception of death, their explanation of
death and feelings related to the topic, their fears and wishes. The findings are of qualitative
character and they were obtained from 28 respondents. The results of empirical part could
provide valuable psychological material in the area, that is even nowadays still concidered to
be a taboo. They could deepen research in the area that, due to the overall aging of population,

would be more and more valuable.
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