
This diploma thesis focuses on the legitimization methods in case of George W. Bush´s 
war on terror and Osama bin Laden´s terrorist attacks. It takes into consideration the 
time period from the 9th of September 2001 (the date of the terrorist attacks in New 
York and Washington D.C.) until the 20th of March 2003 (the beginning of the USA´s 
invasion in Iraq). Using the discourse analysis methodology, the thesis presents the 
different legitimization approaches, which were used frequently, or not at all. The 
analysis itself is based on a database of the official statements of the two leaders or their 
close fellows. The interpretation of these approaches and the analysis of the societal, 
political, cultural or religious context, highlight the common and different features of 
these two cases. The aim of this thesis is to argue that despite very different political 
roles George W. Bush and Osama bin Laden played, their legitimization approaches 
were, in fact, very similar. 
 


