Abstract

So far the perfective construction of intransitive verbs, which apart from the dominant auxiliary
verb have occurred in the past also the auxiliary be, has been analysed especially from the
diachronic point of view focusing on the period between the 17" and 19" centuries, when the
majority of verbs ceased to be used with the be marker. The present study deals with the occurrence
of the be perfective construction in the contemporary English, i.e. the 20th century English.
Drawing on grammars and previous studies, the theoretical part of the thesis provides an overview
of the present approaches to the issue, presents the conclusions drawn from the analyses of the
diachronic material as well as overview of important terms. The research project consists of two
parts: drawing from the corpora search the first part assembled the evidence for a group of
intransitive verbs and also attested under what conditions a labile verb might acquire the perfective
reading. As the be perfective might be considered a fairly rare construction, not only the British
National Corpus and the Corpus of Contemporary American English were used but also the web
corpus of a considerably larger size. The collected database was used for further analysis related to

genre categories, co-occurrence patterns and language variety.



