
Abstract 
This study explores the usage of the memory of the bombings of 

Belgrade from WWII in the time period of Yugoslavia from 1995 until 

2003. Considering that Belgrade was bombed by two opposing forces 

during WWII, once by Nazis in 1941, and the second time by the Allies 

in 1944, and due to the fact that the exploitation of memory of the two 

bombings was rather unequal during the Socialist Yugoslavia with the 

latter bombings being a taboo theme, I was interested in answering 

following questions: how the two memories were used in the times 

before, during and after the NATO Air Strikes of Yugoslavia, if the 

memory of the Allied bombings emerged in the public sphere and how it 

coexists with the one of the Nazi bombings. My primary sources are 

articles from “Politika” newspaper issues from commemoration dates 

during the research time frame from 1995 until 2003. The final 

conclusion shows the dominant usage of the memory of the Nazi 

bombings throughout the whole time frame even though we could 

witness the emergence of the memory of the Allied bombings. 


