
Abstract 

This diploma thesis is focused on searching for relationship between school shootings and 

media coverage of these tragedies. The theoretical framework is based on media effects 

theory, especially on the theory of media violence, and it reflects significant empirical 

research in this course of study. The thesis describes the case of Columbine High School 

shooting in connection with so called copycat effect problem and it brings the concrete 

examples of such an influence. The crucial part of the text determines the three problematic 

areas of school shootings media coverage, which are explained by bringing out the concrete 

examples from around the world. Moreover, the thesis shows a solution how to better deal 

with these problematic areas of coverage. The thesis also concludes partial content analyses, 

which show the way how chosen Czech media coped with these problematic areas of school 

shootings media coverage. To be concrete, it analyses Lidové noviny, server iDnes.cz and 

Czech television news. 

 


