
Abstract 
 

There are not many countries in the world whose relations were as turbulent as in the 

case of the United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran. Since 1979 the U.S. 

military, diplomatic and economic assistance towards Iran has been replaced by sanctions and 

hostilities. 

Author of the M.A. thesis On the Edge of Dependency: Iran in the Foreign Policy of 

the United States, 1979 – 2009 assumes that the geopolitical interests of the United States 

were to make Iran weak, isolated and dependent on the periphery of the world system, thus to 

enforce a heteronomous structure of domination. To answer the research questions the critical 

discourse analysis has been performed. Based on the constructivist rule-based approach and 

speech act theory the U.S. political elites in the process of meeting their foreign policy 

objectives should have been using a commissive language.  

The analysis of the U.S. political discourse has shown, however, the United States 

since 1979 strived for hierarchical structure of domination over Iran. The long-standing lack 

of stability in the U.S.-Iranian relations can be therefore explained that Iranian political elites 

reject the rules Washington has been trying to apply. 


