
Abstract 

The main aim of this diploma thesis is to evaluate the attitude of Justice and 

Development party (AKP) towards the European Union (EU). Moravcsik´s Theory of 

Liberal Intergovernmentalism (LI) is used in the thesis for the evaluation. The thesis is 

divided into four main parts. The first chapter introduces two main theoretical attitudes 

which deal with process of EU enlargement. These two main approaches are Rational and 

Constructivist theoretical schools. The basic arguments of these two attitudes are used in 

several different particular theories. The first theoretical chapter is concluded by 

empirical limitations of constructivist approach in a case of the Eastern Enlargement. The 

second chapter is devoted to methodology. It justifies selection of the LI theory as well as 

selects main dependent and independent variables. 

Two other chapters pursue empirical part of the thesis while they reflect the logic of 

the LI theory. The empirical chapter focuses on Turkish domestic politics, especially on 

the AKP´s position within this sphere. Rational behavior of AKP representatives is 

evaluated in the very first part of this chapter. Two other subchapters are devoted to the 

interconnection among the AKP and Turkish business interest groups and Turkish public 

opinion as well as their stance towards the EU. Second empirical chapter focuses on 

Turkish-EU relations itself. In this section, the ambivalent EU approach towards Turkey 

among several member states is emphasized. This diversity caused a change of 

perception among Turkish public opinion and several interest organizations. Final 

remarks are summarized in the conclusion.   

 


