This master thesis deals with the spiritual progress pointing to a national self-awareness in the
Enlightenment era from the beginning until 1848. The Enlightenment is an European phenomenon,
which is characterized by a change of thinking, and self-awareness. This idea of tolerance and human
emancipation contributed to the reforms of fundamental social, political and ecclesiastical changes.
These changes result not only from a philosophical influences, but also from royal reforms during the
reign of Maria Theresa and Joseph II in particular. The Teresian enlightened Catholicism and
Josephinian reformism fully started the journey from the Enlightenment to liberalism.
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