
The essay concerns itself with the concept of mind in John Locke's and René Descartes'
philosophy. The main focus lies on the abilities of human soul, that is understanding and
will, and its ontological properties. The work tackles questions regarding personal identity,
freedom of will, and the kind of substance that a mind is. Both systems are, after their
introduction, critically examined, and their strengths and weaknesses are compared. The
difference between both philosophers crystallizes towards the end of the piece in their view
on the immateriality or materiality of mind.
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