Abstract

The master thesis presents and analyses a rardjfeoént ways in which the motif of the
forest was treated in late-medieval literary sosiras an element of thematic and compositional
construction of the text. At the theoretical basisthe thesis is the concept of diachronic text
reception and adaptations which bring along thestrassion and simultaneous transformation of
the use of topoi, while this process is being eslab the development of the literary chronotopos
signalizing a change in the public's horizon ofeotption. The majority of sources for analysis are
drawn from Czech sources of the lond"Ientury — courtly and chivalric romance, the Olk¢h
verse legend of St. Procopius and the Dalimil Ciolen— while a shorter part of the thesis is
devoted to the presentation of individual tendenarethe development of the use of the forest
topos in English and French literary allegory of th” and 15’ centuries. In detailed comparison
of specific passages from Old Czech texts withrtheiual models in other languages (Old Middle
German, Latin), the thesis demonstrates, upon xhenple of the forest topos, that topoi do not

represent fixed, inalterable clichés, but actueliibit intense shifts in function, content andntiee



