
This study is based on the relationship between the Kurds and the Left in Turkey between 

1960s and 1990 in Turkey. The question of identity is discussed in terms of the continuities 

and ruptures in the discourse(s) of the Left in Turkey on the 'eastern question' and 'Kurdish 

(national) question' in this period. The main question of the research is how the Kurdish 

identity was constructed in the discourses of Yön, TKSP (Türkiye Kürdistanı Sosyalist Partisi 

– Turkish Kurdistan Socialist Party), and the PKK (Partiya Karkerên Kurdistanê – Kurdistan 

Workers' Party). Three sample publications/organizations representative of the leftist 

discourse in the period were selected to show the Left's treatment of the Kurdish question by 

using periodical publications, memoirs, clandestine organizational documents and through 

discourse analysis. 

 

 

 


