
Abstract 
 

The Commission for making the river Vltava and the river Labe in Bohemia navigable was 

founded in 1896 on the basis of a decree of the ministry of interior as the first water 

management office to be systematically engaged in making Czech rivers navigable by the 

canalization method. The Commission was headed by the vice-regent of the Kingdom of 

Bohemia to whom the members of state´s and country´s curia were subordinate. The 

executive section was represented by the central office, composed of the technical and 

administrative departments. Its activities were financed by two thirds by the Austrian state, 

one third was paid from the Czech country´s treasury. After the establishment of the 

independent Czechoslovak republic, both curias were dissolved and the Commission was put 

under the control of the ministry of public works. The president of the country´s political 

administration was appointed as the head of the Commission. The competence of the 

Commission was step by step extended from the initially entrusted task of making the river 

Vltava and the river Labe in the division Prague – Ústí nad Labem navigable also to making 

the river Vltava in Prague navigable as well as to the adaptation of the Holešovice port in 

Prague to a modern trade port and to drawing up studies on the utilization of water energy, 

including designing projects of profitable water power stations. The Commission was 

abolished in 1931 in connection with the issue of the act on the state fund for making rivers 

navigable, building ports, constructing valley dams and utilizing water energy. 


