Abstract

In the years following World War 11, Iran became one of the closest allies of United
States of America in the Middle East. The era of friendship was replaced by hostilities and
mutual mistrust after the 1979 Iranian revolution. In order to understand the current situation
the analysis of American foreign policy towards Iran during the reign of Mohammed Reza
Shah Pahlavi has been done. The author of the thesis The Making of a Special Relationship:
Iran in the Foreign Policy of the United States, 1953 — 1979 questions what kind of policy the
United States adopted towards Iran that inevitably led to such dramatic end? What kind of

rule Washington pursued towards Tehran that Revolution arose with anti-American spirit?

The research has been performed in a constructivist framework. American foreign
policy with its specific values, norms, beliefs, culture and language towards other states
creates, according to constructivist scholars, three different types of rule: hegemony,

hierarchy and heteronomy.

The analysis of U.S. foreign policy and declassified primary documents showed that
U.S.-Iranian relations operated in heteronomic structures. United States created rules that
determined Iran to be dependent on it. The country under Shah’s rule became more developed
and powerful, but not independent. Thanks to extremely tight connection and dependence of
Pahlavi dynasty on United States the opposition forces decided to overthrow them both, the

Shah and American influence.



