
Abstract 

This thesis deals with the current role of airpower in contemporary warfare. In last 100 

years, the aircraft became an indisputable part of today´s armed conflict. The aim of this 

work is to determine the mechanics behind airpower´s functions in conflicts and to critically 

assess airpower´s performance. The analyzed conflicts – Persian Gulf 1991, Kosovo 1999, 

Afghanistan 2001 and U. S.-led counterinsurgency campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan – 

provide the diversity that is needed to reveal the position of airpower in contemporary 

strategy. The thesis is divided in three parts. The first part follows the evolution of airpower 

and its theory, providing context to further analysis of contemporary environment. The 

second part of the thesis identifies key theoretical concepts and modalities connected to 

airpower and analysis them on a general, theoretical basis. The third part of this thesis 

applies the concepts and modalities on the picked case studies in order to reach the 

suggested objectives by analyzing the conflicts and deriving empirical data. The conclusions 

of the thesis suggest that while slightly exaggerated, airpower grew to vital importance and 

became one of the key elements in today´s conflicts. 

 


