
Abstract 

 

After 1999 the situation in then relatively stable Dagestan started to deteriorate 

swiftly. However, unlike in the cases of previous separatist movements which sprung up in 

some parts of the Russian Federation after the demise of the USSS, Dagestani separatists did 

not officially gather under the flags of nation but under the flags of Islam. Soon, Dagestan 

entered a period of instability and violence which turned into a vicious circle of bloodshed. In 

a short period of time, Dagestan radically turned from stability to large scale violence, which 

makes it necessary for us to understand the factors responsible for the current situation. The 

following thesis analyses the development of Dagestan after the collapse of the USSR, from 

the stable period of the 90s till these days, which are characterized by omnipresent violence. 

Employing the theoretical knowledge collected by other scholars and analyzing similar 

separatist movements in other parts of the post-socialist world, taking into account the 

specifics the North Caucasus region, this study attempts to identify the factors (grassroots) 

which caused the rise of Dagestani insurgence. In comparison with the Chechen separatism of 

the early 90s, it uncovers the roots and the real face of the “new wave” of insurgency which 

flooded Dagestan and started to spread into the wider region of North Caucasus, seemingly 

replacing many small insurgency movements of a single separatist front. 

 


