ABSTRACT

The aim of the present thesis is to analyze the Norwegian existential construction
(presenteringskonstruksjonen) with regard to syntax, static semantics, dynamic
semantics, and functional sentence perspective (FSP). The thesis first introduces the
firbasian FSP theory in general, demonstrating the concepts on Norwegian
examples. Then the theories most relevant for the study of the existential
construction are summarized. The analysis is carried out on a sample of 1000
instances (500 taken from fiction and 500 excerpted from academic prose), and
focuses mainly on the notional subject, the verb, and a possible adverbial. The
syntactic analysis includes the position and the structure of the notional subject and
adverbials. In addition, the lexical semantics of the head words and static semantics
of adverbials were observed. The FSP analysis focused on the FSP functions of the
individual clause elements and the FSP patterns the existential construction may
realize. In addition, the dynamic semantic roles were studied in relation to the static
semantic roles. The aim of the analyses is to find out in what circumstances the
existential construction may realize the presentation scale or the quality scale, and
what functions the construction may perform. The thesis observes the application of
FSP on real Norwegian texts and is therefore hoped to bring results applicable for

pedagogical and translation purposes.



