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1. OBSAH A CIL PRACE (struéna informace o praci, formulace cile): Renata Schielova’s B.A. dissertation
deals with the famous Montgomery Bus Boycott and its role in the acceleration of the Civil Rights Movement in
the United States. The main question posed by Renata is: What inspired the boycott? She obviously focuses on
the two main personalities involved, namely Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. This issue has been
addressed by numerous scholars, but, as B.A. dissertations do not have to be too terribly original, the topic is
acceptable.

2. VECNE ZPRACOVANI (niro¢nost, tvar&i piistup, argumentace, logickd struktura, teoretické a
metodologické ukotveni, prace s prameny a literaturou, vhodnost ptiloh apod.): As stated above, this theme is
not very original and is therefore not so demanding. However, as Renata is Czech, she was obviously quite
challenged by reading sources in English. She has comprehended well what others have written and cited
sources correctly. The argumentation is straightforward.

3. FORMALNI A JAZYKOVE ZPRACOVANI (jazykovy projev, spravnost citace a odkazi na literaturu,
graficka uprava, formalni naleZitosti prace apod.): I have no problem with the language or with the citation of
sources.

4. STRUCNY KOMENTAR HODNOTITELE (celkovy dojem z bakalaiské prace, silné a slabé stranky,
originalita myslenek, naplnéni cile apod.):
Renata Schielova has produced a B.A. dissertation on the Montgomery Bus Boycott and its role in the
acceleration of the U.S. Civil Rights Movement. The treatise is divided into an Introduction, six main
chapters, and a Conclusion. From an organizational standpoint, the work is chronological.
In the Introduction, Renata discusses the rest of the treatise and provides an overview of the literature. I would
have liked to see more of a roadmap of the work as such, but I suppose this will have to suffice.
Chapter 1 discusses the position of the African American (black) population in the United States in the first
half of the twentieth century. Renata takes the reader on a chronological journey from the Emancipation
Proclamation of 1863 to the infamous Brown vs. Topeka Board of Education decision of 1954, which
overturned the idea of “separate but equal” and ended racial segregation in schools. Renata emphasizes the
role played by the media in desegregation and civil rights. The chapter is satisfactory.
In Chapter 2, Renata analyzes the people and events behind the acceleration of the Civil Rights Movement.
Indeed, the Montgomery Bus Boycott was a turning point. This was inspired by the unfair treatment and
incarceration of Rosa Parks and was helped along by Martin Luther King’s guidance. This chapter is fine.
Chapter 3 goes into great detail about the Montgomery Bus Boycott itself and its significance. I need not
provide any further comment.
Chapter 4 deals with the consequences of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Obviously, news of the events in
Montgomery spread quickly thanks to extensive media coverage and this, in turn, energized others to take a
stand in favor of civil rights. I think this is perhaps the best chapter of the entire work.
Chapter 5 discusses the ascent of John F. Kennedy to the presidency and the civil rights movement’s
increasing momentum. The onset of the 1960s and the overall progressive mood in the United States did bode
well for civil rights and events like the March on Washington and Martin Luther King’s “I have a Dream”
speech symbolized the momentum. The assassination of Kennedy in 1963 actually provided an opportunity
for his successor, Lyndon Johnson, to speed up the process. This chapter is satisfactory.




Chapter 6 describes in detail Johnson’s march towards the Great Society, which was crowned by the passage
of the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act. This chapter recalls a number of interesting, but well-known
facts. Nevertheless I think it is acceptable.

In the Conclusion, Renata writes that the Montgomery Bus Boycott was a milestone because it inspired later
events. She also rightly mentions that the unsatisfactory state of civil rights was embarrassing for the United
States internationally at a time when it was competing with the Soviet Union for the hearts and minds of the
world.

Renata Schielova has produced a good piece of work. She consulted with me on a regular basis and
demonstrated an honest effort to write an acceptable B.A. thesis. Therefore, I recommend a very good mark.

5.0TAZKY A PRIPOMINKY DOPORUCENE K BLIZSIMU VYSVETLENI PRI OBHAJOBE (jedna a7 tfi):
Do you think that the Civil Rights Movement would have triumphed in the end without the occurrence of the
Montgomery Bus Boycott?

6. DOPORUCENI / NEDOPORUCEN{ K OBHAJOBE A NAVRHOVANA ZNAMKA
(vyborng, velmi dob¥e, dobfe, nevyhovél): Doporucuji klasifikaci VELMI DOBRE.

Datum: 24.8.2013 Podpis:

Pozn.: Hodnoceni piste k jednotlivym bodim, pokud nepiSete v textovém editoru, pouzijte pti nedostatku mista zadni stranu
nebo ptilozeny list. V hodnoceni prace se pokuste odd¢lit ty jeji nedostatky, které jsou, podle vaseho minéni, obhajobou
neodstranitelné (napt. chybi kritické zhodnoceni prament a literatury), od téch véci, které student mize dobrou obhajobou
napravit; pomér téchto dvou polozek berte prosim v Givahu pii stanoveni koneéné znamky.



