Abstract

The goal of this paper is to assess the impact historical events of the 20" century had
on the town of Markvartice. The paper documents chronologically the historical evolution of
the town in reaction to significant political, economic and social changes. It aims to show
how important historical events influenced the life of a small town in the Vysocina region. It
describes life in the town through both World Wars, the golden era of the First Republic, the
40 years of communist rule and gradual social reforms in the 1990’s. The history of the town
is set in the context of the historical evolution of the entire region and with a focus on
testimonials of survivors. The paper also shed light on the destiny of the Premonstrate
monastery in Nova Rise. This was monastery was charged with maintaining the town’s

spiritual well being and hence its tribulations also influenced life in the town.
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