Abstract

This diploma thesis examines the foreign accent of Czech speakers in English. We
focus on the factor of phone duration, which relates to both segmental and prosodic
levels of phonetic description and is one of the correlates of prosodic prominence and
speech rhythm. 84 words were selected from the texts avaible in the Prague Phonetic
Corpus that have analogues in the loanword lexicon of Czech. Pronunciations of
these words by native speakers (professional radio reporters) were compared with
productions by Czech university students. The students were recorded prior to
atteding a course in English phonetics. Based on our observations of durational
patterns, we infer some plausible tendencies to be expected in Czech production of
English. As durational interference from Czech into English has up to this date been
a relatively unresearch domain, the present study adopts a qualitative research

methodology.
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