
Abstract: 

This study is concerned with the role of contemporary Czech geographic and travel writing and 

its involvement with the creation and reproduction of spatialised identities and imaginative 

geographies as they relate to the ‘developing world’. It employs the method of discourse analysis 

(mostly research tools taken from Critical Discourse Analysis) to examine the contents of articles from 

all issues of the magazines Koktejl and Lidé a Země for the year 2012. This is done in order to analyse 

the portrayals of such spaces within the context of imaginative geography and the post-development 

critique and bring attention to the kind of popular geopolitics that is being created. The main topics 

covered includes the construction of identity between the authors, readers and the objects of writing, 

the linear understanding of the flow of history and progress and the relationship between the writers 

and their objects (both places and people). The main findings of the research consist in the 

identification of the continued prevalence of the perception of linearity of history which constitutes the 

developing places as subjected to a universal historical process whith the European civilisation as the 

current endpoint of history. These places are therefore considered a legitimate domain of knowledge, 

appreciation or responsibility for the authors or other members of their identity group.  

Keywords: Imaginative geography, popular geopolitics, travel, discourse, Czechia, development 


