
Abstract
The aim of the thesis is to analyse and assess discussions related to the implementation of the direct
election of mayors, both in the Czech Republic and in selected European countries. The thesis compares
the evolution and course of the discussions that precede the anchoring of direct election of mayors in
five European countries, such as the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Italy, Croatia, and Belgium-Walloon. It is particularly focused on the central
motives leading towards the launch of discussion, main arguments included in the discussion, key actors,
and the levels of the discussion. The crucial part of the thesis is devoted to the analysis of the discussion
of possible implementation of directly elected mayors in the Czech Republic. The emphasis is put on the
identification of individual platforms of the Czech political scene that intervene into the discussion. The
thesis also highlights the attitude of key political parties, interest groups, and mayors, towards the
question of the direct election. The Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic represents the
principal mediator of the ongoing discussion. The thesis targets to answer the following questions. At
which platforms the discussion about the eventual implementation of direct mayors’ election has been
led in the Czech Republic? What are the proclaimed and real attitudes of individual actors towards the
question of the direct mayors’ election? The thesis seeks to assess the specific interests of individual
political actors that determine the direction flow of the discussion as such.


