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Abstract

The return to  democracy in  Central-Eastern  Europe (CEE) and the fall  of  the 
Soviet Union in 1991 did not mean that CEE-Russian relations could start anew. This 
dissertation uses post-structuralist  discourse analysis and takes the case of the Czech 
Republic to examine the development of  the Czech official  foreign policy discourse 
towards Russia between 2001 and 2009. Looking at the history of opinions on Russia in 
the Czech lands and analyzing five events or periods of the 2000s, the present works 
tracks  the  evolution  of  the  Russia's  identity  as  constructed  by  the  official  Czech 
discourse. On the official level, the influence of Russia's image on the construction of 
the Czech identity is also analyzed. The results showed a worsening of relations after 
2006 and suggest that the image of the 'Russian threat' has not disappeared from the 
political discourse in the Czech Republic. Moreover, the Czech official foreign policy 
discourse constructed the image of the Czech Republic as anchored in its Euroatlantic 
and European orientation. 


