Abstract

In my thesis, I made a qualitative analysis of narrative biographic inteviews and participant
observation of the inhabitants of Prague housing estate Stodtlky, in order to find out the way they
conceptualize their locality as a place or a space. I explore how the narrators put themselves in the
framework of their lived locality and how they divide this locality. Drawing on a similar
theorethical distinctions of place and space introduced by Eric Hirsch and Maruska Svasek, I
examined if the narrators conceptualisations make evidence of a socially negotiated local identity
and if it is the case, how the housing estate Stodulky emerges as ,,home*. Hirsch’s distinction means
that time and space appears only through the perceptions of place. In accord with SvaSek I dealt
with three different forms of identity — territorialized, deterritorialized a reterritorialized identity.

These three forms treats identity in rather symbolic way.
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