Abstract

In over 20 years of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, there has been no significant progress
towards a peaceful agreement. It has been argued that there is not enough incentive for leaders
to agree to a compromise and that the citizens are not ready to accept one. In this context, the
way the conflict and the enemy are described in public discourse is important not only
because it represents the viewpoints of those producing the discourse but because it can have
a real effect on public opinion. This paper examines discourse on Azerbaijan and the future of
Nagorno-Karabakh in an official newspaper, showing that distrust of Azerbaijan and rigid

expectations about the future of Nagorno-Karabakh are dominant.



