
Abstract

Presented work is an overview of contemporary evolutionary biological theories 

of aggression, since the breakthrough works of Robert Ardrey and Konrad Lorenz from 

the  1960s  and ending with  contemporary evolutionary ethics  of  Robert  Wright  and 

Frans de Waal and also evolutionary anthropology, represented for example by Richard 

Wrangham. Work is highlighting the continuity of development of the theories and their 

placement into the context of evolutionary biology. In addition, it is dealing with critical 

analysis (in terms of discourse analysis) of these theories and their language, taking into 

account  sociocultural  influences  acting  on  authors  during  their  formation.  It  is  the 

analysis of patterns of thinking, argumentation elements and strategies of authors, who 

deal with issues of the evolutionary background of the origin of human aggression. 

However,  ambition  of  the  second  part  is  not  the  deconstruction  of  the  theories. 

Contrarily it strives for positive, integrative approach. By categories of class, gender, 

race, etc.  conditional misrepresentation (bias) of acquried data (e.g. by observation), 

their interpretation by authors themselves and their popularization, will be understood 

there as a factor entering into the assessment of theories, but it is not a priori considered 

as evidence of invalidity or mere reference to the power aspect.


