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Abstrakt anglicky

The last century has seen the rise of interest in the welfare of animals and one of the 

leaders of this movement has been the philosopher Peter Singer. His theory says that 

animals have their own interests, just like humans, because they are able to feel pleasure 

and pain. On the basis of this assumption he recurs to the principle of equal 

consideration of interests. Nevertheless this principle applies only to animals and 

human beings. However, modern research proves that humans and animals are not the 

only sentient beings on the Earth. Plants are not simply passive things in vegetative 

state. According to the current research, plants are active individuals who communicate 

with each other, have their own system of self-defence and basically their own way of 

life. In accordance with this new scientific knowledge we should include plants into the 

application of the principle of equal consideration of interests that is if we do not want 

to be proponents of species superiority.


