
Annotation

This thesis deals with the issues of military deserters from the imperial-royal army at 

the period of the enlightened absolutism, thus during the reign of Maria Theresa and her sons 

Joseph II and Leopold II. Based on written as well as printed sources, originated mainly from 

the activity of the supreme provincial offices of the Kingdom of Bohemia at this time, an 

explanation on the questions of deserters’ punishments, their limited pardons and mutual 

exchanges, made between the Habsburg Monarchy and her allies, has been offered. Moreover, 

the attention has been paid to the state’s approach to the inhabitants that either provided aid to 

the deserters, or vice versa participated in their pursuit and capture. The last part of the text 

has been devoted to the registries of military deserters who originated from Bohemia, with the 

main emphasis on the Seven Years’ War, because these registries have been preserved mostly 

for this conflict. 
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