The specific works analyzed in this thesis will be Sula and Beloved by Toni Morrison, and The Color
Purple by Alice Walker. | have chosen these novels for their significance in the African-American
literary canon, and for qualities that were assessed over time. While the choice of the novels Beloved
and The Color Purple is justified by The Pulitzer Prize, Sula - which is, among other things, a novel
depicting the moral and physical decline of the main heroine - was selected to contrast with Walker’s
bildungsroman. However, the central theme of these novels that will be explored is a black woman and
her questionable representation in literature. In their novels, Morrison and Walker find diverse solutions
to the problematic nature of the place of black women in a patriarchal society. Nevertheless, the selected
fiction will be explored separately in terms of the feminist/womanist aspects of Morrison’s and Walker’s
works.

The Conclusion will focus on a comparison of the selected works by Toni Morrison and Alice Walker.
Thus, attention will be paid to the significant themes displayed in the novels such as racism and the
limitations of gender roles. The objective of this analysis will be to find some common themes displayed
in the authors’ fiction that connect their understanding of the world, such as issues of freedom, woman’s
place, stereotypes surviving in literacy and a significance of the black community and its spirituality
which makes the culture unique and Black.



