
The present thesis deals with temporal prepositions in Czech from a cognitive and constructional
grammar perspective. It aims at demonstrating how one conceptualises time, the emphasis being put on
time conceptualised as space. The introduction of the thesis presents a brief summary of the
terminology. It is followed by the theoretical part, which has three sections. The first one engages in the
characteristics of Czech prepositions; the second one presents cognitive approaches to the analysis of
English temporal prepositions; and the third one discusses the methods of analysing English temporal
expressions within the framework of constructional grammar. The practical part deals first with a table,
in which we analyse all the sample sentences of the prepositions we focus on. Attention is paid to the
individual features examined and their relevance in the table. We also discuss the methodology used to
form the final version of the table. This is followed by the characteristics of the individual prepositions
itself and by recording their meanings into constructions. The last section of the practical part presents
the results of the analysis. In the conclusion, we summarise the results of the individual analyses, i.e.
both the analyses of the individual specific samples of the prepositions, and the characteristics of the
prepositions and their meanings set in spatial mental map.


