Abstract

The thesis describes privileges and immunities provided to offices of diplomatic
missions in order to facilitate carrying out international relations. The key legal document
regulating diplomatic privileges and immunities is the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations which commemorated 50 years of its existence this year — since it was signed on

18 April 1961 after the Vienna Conference.

The aim of the thesis is to describe the contents of the individual privileges and
immunities and to consider to which extent the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
represents a suitable legal instrument even for the needs of the today’s practice of diplomatic

relations.

First the thesis deals with general issues related to ensuring diplomatic privileges and
immunities, theories which justify their necessity and selected provisions of the Vienna
Convention. This is followed by an analysis of the individual privileges and immunities of a
diplomatic mission — the right to display a flag, the inviolability of mission premises, the
inviolability of mission archives and documents, tax privileges and the freedom of

communication.
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