Abstract:

The subject of this paper is the study of history of the Kacina Chateau from the
point of view of its inspiration from the art and architecture of the ancient world. The
introductory chapters were dedicated to the general atmosphere of the time in which
the castle was designed and built, the general ideas of the Enlightenment, and also to
its relations to Count Chotek. There is an unresolved problem whether its relations to
Classical antiquity monuments existed directly, or if they were mediated by other
sources. While working on the theme it turned out that the foundation of Katina
Chateau derived from earlier models that were developed during centuries. The work
of Marcus Vitruvius Pollio was of substantial importance for all Classicist architecture
and especialy the architects of the Renaissance knew it very well and used it
frequently. For the architecture of Kacina Chateau the most important stimuli were
those of Andreas Palladio who transformed earlier patterns according to his own
artistic views. One of the following chapters concentrates on the personality of the
owner of the estate, the Count Jan Rudolf Chotek, and then on the architects and
builders of the castle. Following chapters are dedicated to the description of the castle,
of its exterior, the segmentation of its interior disposition and the details of the
decoration. Also the park which is not well preserved up to now is discussed. In the
last chapter the parallels with the architecture of the other castles, manors and other
buildings of the period of Classicism and with their architectonic decoration details are
discussed.



