
Abstract 

This thesis summarizes findings on a recognition and categorization of different sorts  

of stimuli at birds,  it deals with predator recognition in the Red-backed Shrike (Lanius 

collurio) in its practical part. The aim of my study was to examine if Red-backed 

Shrikes follow  by sign stimuli or colour of stimulus during the predator recognition.     

I performed my research by means of  experiments with dummies, I have observed 

antipredatory reactions of Red-backed Shrikes  on various types of dummies which 

differ in the presence or absence of features of raptor or in the different coloration.         

I concluded according to Shrikes´ reactions that during the predator recognition          

the information on sign stimuli playes the principal role, but only this information alone 

is not fully sufficient. Antipredatory behaviour of the Red-backed Shrike was also 

influenced by sex of bird apart from type of dummy, males were more active during   

the nest defence than females. 

 


