Abstract

This master thesis analyses impact of private military companies on the monopoly on
legitimate violence. It examines the influence of private military companies on this
monopoly in case of the United States and Iraq during the war in Iraq. The united States
are in a position of a sending state that has had a long tradition of using these companies.
On the other hand Iraq can be seen as a weak state and one could presume that the use of
private military companies has a negative impact on its monopoly on violence. Just to
validate the negative or positive impact of these companies a state and size of the militaries

as main means of violence, and a capability to enforce law on a state’s territory is analyzed.



