
Abstract

This work tries to present the importance of the theory of justice of John
Rawls from the point of view of Christian ethics, pointing out selected
aspect of this theory. The basis for this reflection gives the fact, that the
theory of justice of John Rawls is repeatedly cited in the presentations
of the principles of Catholic social teaching. In some points they show
similarities, in others are in opposition. Furthermore, John Rawls
formulates his formal theory in a way to make it acceptable for every
rational human being. In this group are also included persons with
religious and moral ideas, or how John Rawls call them himself: people
with comprehensive doctrines. The rationale to examine the theory of
justice is justified also by the fact that Rawls ascribes not ignorable
function in the aforementioned theory to religious ideas. Thirdly, in
the case of John Rawls is possible to see one of the advocates and
fore-representative of the liberal tradition. Liberalism is, because of its
ambiguous definition but simultanously real presence in the society and
thinking of people, not ignorable challenge for the Church and religious
ideas, with which she already tries for two hundred years to tackle.
In this work therefore will be presented the life and works of John
Rawls, together with the basic theses of the theory of justice. Then I
demonstrate selected aspects relevant for Christian-ethical reflection.
In the last part of this work the is showed the critique of the theory of
justice from the communitarian thinkers Sandel and Walzer, together
with later critique of Sen and Ricoeur, followed by the reflection upon
the theory from certain theologians.
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