
Abstract 

This thesis deals with the history and evolution of the phenomenon of the Camorra in 

one of the southern Italian regions - Campania. Camorra originated as a result of appalling 

social conditions in the south of Italy before its unification. The former ruling system in 

Naples neighborhood was inefficient and distant for the general population. In contrast, the 

Camorra everyday system responded immediately and was efficient, fast and productive. 

Before the constitution of the modern Italian state in 1861, Camorra had already more than 

half a century of history and activities, and was firmly established itself in the society of 

Campania. From 1819, when the first written note about Camorra appeared till the first 

decade of the 21st century it has undergone a complicated and interesting development and 

changes. During this period, there were several transformations in the functioning of its 

system. From the initial racketeering and small crime the Camorra’s system was transformed 

into the highly organized companies, whose representatives can be well established members 

of the highest levels of the Italian society. The thesis also describes how the Camorra’s social 

security ensures its members.  From the point of view of Camorra’s members their system 

never fails on the contrary to the official state social system. Nevertheless, the state and 

society fight with the organized crime (Camorra), although the results are successful more in 

short-term than in long-term perspectives. The conclusion deals with the anticipated evolution 

of the phenomenon of the organized crime = Camorra, which is in close connection with the 

future development of the economic situation, living standards, and stratification of the 

population in Campania. 

 


