
Abstract 

          Every part of a work of art is changing in the course of time. Even simultaneously in its 

creation, when tempera or oil paint used dry up. Already this process can be considered as a 

biochemical change in the material.  

          The main goal of a submitted bachelor’s thesis is to compile recent knowledge about 

resins and protein media used in works of art, to describe their composition and, in particular 

to evaluate the changes they undergo in time after their application on canvas, wooden or 

metal surfaces and paper to their irrecoverable destruction. In addition, biological degradation 

of these substances by several species of bacteria, yeasts and fungi is discussed in the last part 

of this work.  
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