Summary

This paper deals with a question, how the apostle Paul saw the Christian church in relation to
Israel as a people of God in the epistle to the Galatians. As it is an epistle written for a
particular reason to the particular people, the first part of the paper deals with a brief analysis
of the epistle as such and its context. The main part of the paper is focused on Paul’s specific
arguments. The role of Paul’s conversion, his mission among the gentiles and his relationship
with the Jerusalem authorities are evaluated at first. The paper clarifies also what the Antioch
incident was about. What follows is the crucial analysis of the term “works of the Law”,
against which Paul places the faith alone. The paper subsequently focuses on the exposition of
the role of Abraham in Paul’s theological thoughts. How Paul saw the curse of the Law and
how he understood the Jewish Law as such is examined as well. Paul’s concept of the church
as the newly redefined people of God is demonstrated on the idea of the freedom in the end.



