
  

  

Abstract 

This thesis deals with the applicability of Anthony Downs rational choice theory 

to the Czech environment, respectively the utility of its model to explain voter turnout 

and identification of rationality among Czech voters. First part provides theoretical 

foundation of work, explanation of basic concepts from which the work draws and 

alternative theories to the research problem. It also presents current state of society in 

terms of policy perceptions, and participation in elections. The core of the work is to 

present Downs´ rational choice theory, different views on it and its possible extension in 

terms of criticism. The basic variables introduced are here, in particular how are 

percieved by various authors, what is their content and what affects them. In the 

analytical part, the variables are examined within the reserach aims in terms of 

frequency in the population and individual segments of the electorate. The primary 

parameters of the rational choice theory model are then tested in terms of 

interdependence, and in terms of their significance in the model and their influence on 

voter turnout. The conclusion summarizes the research results, and demonstrates 

evaluation of the applicability of the model to the Czech voters, the relevance of 

individual variables representing the rational choice theory and evaluation of rationality 

turnout from both theoretical and practical terms.  

 


