
Abstract 

The bachelor thesis called „The realist theories and the causes of the US invasion in 

Iraq“ discusses the motivations that led the representatives of the United States of 

America to the decision to invade Iraq. These causes are analyzed based on the 

theoretical approaches of the offensive and defensive realism. We focus directly on 

the theories by which we create hypotheses suggestive of the possible causes which 

could have led the United States to this decision. Every hypothesis then takes into 

account the public debate of the presented causes. This thesis mainly focuses on the 

effort to gain the access to the Iraqi oil resources, the strengthening of the U.S. 

currency, the weakening of the dictatorial regime of Saddam Hussein and the 

tendency to eliminate the potential threats caused by the weapons of mass 

destruction. After defining the theories, taking into account the public debate and 

formulating the hypotheses, we are trying to confirm or refute them and thus highlight 

the real causes of the U.S. invasion of Iraq, which is the essential purpose of this 

bachelor thesis. 


