
Abstract
Ying Chen is a Canadian writer of Chinese origin who writes in French. In her novels, she investigates
immigration which is closely connected with displacement and the loss of one’s original identity. Her
literary work is primarily aimed at the North American readership so she includes a lot of details of
historical events and social facts about China. Ying Chen belongs to the group of authors who are
labelled as immigrant writers. The majority of her literary work centres around the recurring themes of
nationalism, feminism, imagination and immigration, which can lead to a loss of original identity. Ying
Chen investigates whether a person can exchange his identity, that which was given to him by his
parents, with a new one. In her second published novel, L’Ingratitude, Ying Chen speaks through the
character of the dominant mother and says: “A person without parents is miserable, like a people without
history.” With these words she indicates the impossibility of exchanging one’s nationhood, national
history, and identity. We need to accept who we are, and she emphasises this fact in her novel,
Immobile, saying, “I am myself.”


