
Abstract 
 

In an analysis of the development of the Czech foreign aid policy, I use the advocacy 

coalition framework (ACF) to examine what policy change towards aid effectiveness has 

occurred from the mid-1990’s to the present. Using this explanatory framework, I suggest 

that the changes towards aid effectiveness, which have occurred during this period, are minor 

rather than major ones. I argue that during this time the Czech foreign aid policy has been 

dominated by a belief system of the majority coalition that represents a realistic approach to 

foreign aid policy based on self-interested interests such as mutual interests, commercial 

motives or political and strategic interests. By the application of the ACF, I attempt to explain 

the policy process and the reasons why a major policy change has not occurred. In this 

analysis, I argue that in spite of the processes external to the policy subsystem (e.g. the 

occurrence of aid effectiveness movement), the minority coalition, whose belief system is 

mainly represented by altruistic motives and the support for increasing aid effectiveness, has 

not had enough policy-relevant resources to press for a major policy change. I argue that the 

conflict between the coalitions is driven by normative beliefs and that it is more likely that 

there will be incremental policy changes towards aid effectiveness rather than a major policy 

change in the near future. 

 


