Due to the efforts of the first president Kemal Atatlirk Turkey has changed its face
and that also had an impact on Islam. Today Islam is not the state religion in Turkey, nor is
the sharia the state’s legislative. The forms of Islam have also changed. It is easily visible on
the women’s clothing. That, which used to be (or in other countries still is) considered
absolute, has become relative in Turkey. My task is to explore how much are these notions
about the state of Islam in Turkey accurate.

It is too broad t theme to consider the whole of Turkey, so | limit my research to the
university students. For it is there, where we can see the direction the development of Islam
in Turkey will take in the next generation. The globalization and other influences just as
much as nationalist and traditional influences are most visible in this area. | want to
determine how the students view not only Islam and the Muslim responsibilities, but the
western world as well. | use fieldwork to achieve that. The method is interviews with
students from different schools. Besides that | also observe the daily habits of students. And
of course the students’ own comments concerning their religious activity/passivity.l found
out that there is a “Turkish Islam” with influences of nationalistic ideology. With
modernization by Atatlrk another two phenomenons occurred, with in their influences
accompany nationalism — hatred and humanism. All these make up the face of Islam in
Turkey today.



