Abstract

This thesis seeks to conceptualize a link between the phenomenona of
developmentalist state and ethnopolitical mobilization while arguing that the
study of post-developmental transition should be based on a complex
framework involving crucial social, economic, and political processes. The
argument begins with the overview of the approaches of the late/post-Soviet
transition, which are critically assessed on the basis of their anchoring in the
modernization paradigm. The thesis then turns to the formulation of the
alternative theoretical explanation based on the sound theoretical
observations from the field of historical sociology. The theoretical debate
leads to the formulation of the model involving three causal mechanisms
connecting the macro and micro levels. Empirically, the thesis argues that
Georgian violent mobilization resulted from the processes that were
determined by the functioning and decline of the Soviet developmentalist
state. While accepting the dynamics of ethnopolitical mobilization it seeks to
answer the question which socio-economic processes breed these

mobilizations.





