Abstract

The diploma thesis "Village elections in China — a step towards democracy?" focuses on the
development of local institutions of village self-government that has taken place in China
since mid-1980s. Author tries to explain the phenomena in broader context of development of
entire Chinese countryside. Another goal of the thesis is to answer, whether the
implementation of direct elections to Chinese countryside can help to promote

democratization in China or whether it plays some other, different role.
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