Abstract

The presented thesis is analyzing the regional cooperation in the Western Balkans (WB)
focusing on interactions of local actors. Theoretical background is based on the new
regionalism, a theoretical approach to regional interactions. Contemporary studies on New
Regionalism (NR) actually do not consider the Western Balkans to be part of this process and
as a result we lack sufficient information about the basic characteristics of this region. The
author proves that the WB is engaged in the process of the new regionalism and in fact by
focusing on the institutional structure he demonstrates that several parallel processes are
ongoing in the region as for example regional cooperation, integration or cooperation with
another region. For the purpose of this research two projects of regional cooperation were
chosen, South Eastern European Cooperation Process (SEECP) and the Regional Cooperation
Council (RCC) which are regarded as the main pillars of the political cooperation in the WB.
By examining their structure we may understand the relevance of the region as an

independent actor and the general aims of the regional cooperation.



