
Abstract
The aim of the thesis is to classify the form of political leadership and domination in Shia 
islam´s political ideology, their development and ability to succeed in political reality. I 
especially focus on the Shia understanding of political power and its connection to infallible 
Imam as secular and religious leader of the Shia community.
For analysis of the concepts I use the description of early Islam, including the Shia reasons 
for the dissolution of Muslim ummah, as well as the reasons that led to the multiple division 
of Shiism. 
I analyse specific examples of ideological break up of the Shia community (Ithnasharia, 
Isma'ila, Hashashins, Alawi, Duryz and modern Islamic Republic of Iran) and finally cardinal 
reformulation of understanding of political leadership and domination by Ayatollah Khomeini. 
His concept Wilājat al-faqīh (Guardianship of the jurist) started the era of radical 
transformation of the Shia political ideology, although he wanted only to modernize it and not 
to establish a brand new set up.
My aspiration is therefore to analyze whether Wilājat al-faqīh can still be seen as the return 
to the roots of traditional Shiism or if it has a new quality without connection to previous Shia 
history.




