
This thesis deals with transformations of French foreign policy towards Québec and Canada. The first
president of the French Fifth Republic, Charles de Gaulle, as well as all his successors together with
their administration supported Québec’s international ambitions and its desire to be sovereign abroad in
the areas that fall within its competence in internal politics according to the Canadian Constitution. This
support took place mainly on the platform of Francophonie. In 1995, the presidential candidate at that
time, Jacques Chirac, clearly supported sovereingty movement. After the referendum won by the
federalists France started to gradually reconcile with the federal government of Canada in various
international politics issues such as protection of cultural diversity and multilateralism. France is also
worried that in case of Canada’s separation, the English speaking rest of the country would get more
easily under the influence of the United States of America. France does not intend to admit this scenario.
Jacques Chirac during this twelve-year mandate was gradually deepening the cooperation with Ottawa.
Nevertheless, Québec remains the privileged partner of France in the fields of culture and education that
are key for French foreign policy. Former French president Nicolas Sarkozy was even clearly against
sovereignty.


