
Abstract 

 

This thesis deals with European policy of the SPD, the oldest and biggest German left-wing 

political party. The main focus is on time period from 1998 to 2005, when Gerhard Schröder’s 

government was in power. The aim of this thesis is to describe the social democratic change 

in approach to European policy. The study also examines three SPD internal debates about 

„Neue Mitte“, European finality and first eastern enlargement of the European Union. The 

European policy of the German Social Democrats has undergone a significant change since 

1998. The party became more assertive, pragmatic and realistic. 


