Abstract:

Romani magazine publishing which has its origins in 1969 in the Czech Republic (a part of
Czechoslovakia until 1992) is a hitherto little described phenomenon. This essay therefore
pursues the birth and development of Romani magazine publishing in the context of the
Romani ethno-emancipation process — focusing on the impact of its origins, especially on the
periodicals established in the period between 1969-1991, and follows their progress until
1996. This study is based on the available specialized literature, selected Romani periodicals
and interviews with Roma and non-Roma participants and witnesses of the events at that time.
It provides a chronological history of the Romani population in our country from 1945 to
1991 — and monitors it with an emphasis on the conditions under which the Romani
emancipation movement was being formed. This study also examines the circumstances
which necessitated the formation of Romani magazine publishing. It then attempts to
reconstruct the origin and development of selected Romani periodicals, giving their detailed
description and summarizing their characteristics. In conclusion, the work deals with
evaluation of the role and importance of Romani periodicals in the subsequent process of
emancipation of Roma ethnicity, and finally it outlines the next possible directions of further
research.

Key words: Romani periodicals, Romani newspapers and magazines, Romani magazine
publishing, ethno-emancipation, Roma, the Union of Gypsies-Roma, Newsletter, Romano Til,
Romano lav, Lacho lav, Amaro lav, Romano kurko, Romano gendalos, Nevo romano
gendalos, Gendalos.



