
Abstract 
The aim of this diploma thesis is to answer the question why the crisis caused by the Chechen 

struggle for independence gradually escalated into war, while the rest of North Caucasus 

remained relatively calm, despite the predictions of many authors. Also to determine to 

whether extend the repetition of Chechen scenario is nowadays possible. Or in other words 

what are the odds that a new ethnopolitical conflict will erupt in some other Muslim 

autonomous republic in the North Caucasus. The answers to these questions are sought via 

factors causing the emergence of ethnic conflict, as were defined by Svante E. Cornell in his 

book Autonomy and Conflict: Ethnoterritoriality and Separatism in the South Caucasus - 

Cases in Georgia. These factors are continually confronted with empirical data, which are 

provided by the case study of Chechen conflict in the first part of the thesis. Presence or 

absence of those factors in other Muslim autonomous republics is examined by method of 

Process Tracing. The data obtained are then processed quantitatively, in the way that presence 

or absence of the factor in question by a certain score.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


